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Important Dates 

2011

March/April 

- Plant Identification and Seed Collecting Day in Parkes

September 5-7
- 2011 NSW Landcare and Catchment Management Forum @ Parkes "Thinking Differently…. New solutions for the old Issues", for information visit http://www.parkeslandcare.org.au/downloads/downloads-index.html 

Links

http://www.juniorlandcare.com/ - Check out this Website for Junior Landcarers - Grants, challenges, Competitions and News 

www.parkeslandcare.org.au - have you visited the website lately? We are getting more adept at updating it. Find out the latest news, field trips, and more…….

www.facebook.com/pages/Parkes-and-Districts-Landcare/187389540979 - this will take you to our facebook page that has many photographs of our goings on. There is also a link on our web page to take you there.

www.landcareaustralia.com.au – check out the Landcare Australia website.

http://www.milkwood.net/2010/12/07/why-pasture-cropping-is-such-a-big-deal/ follow this link for an interesting insight into pasture cropping.

Do we have your email address? Newsletters by email save the environment.

Update your details using the form on the back of this newsletter or email pdlsc@bigpond.com
Regional Landcare Facilitators – Gerald Carnie (Parkes & Districts Landcare) and Leanne Leihn (Boorowa Landcare) have been busy in their roles as RLF’s liaising with groups and key stakeholders, including several meetings with LCMA. They have or are currently undertaking the following:

· Developed program logic for 2009-2010 & reported on activities

· Attended RLF induction in Sydney

· Was cordially requested to attend the National Landcare Forum in Adelaide

· Submitted a “Caring for our Country” proposal (unsuccessful)

· Submitted RLF Tender (successful)

· Liaised with stakeholders  to form a steering committee, a requirement of LachLandcare hosting the RLF position.

· Worked on a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and communications strategy, and a draft model/plan for LachLandcare

· Commenced Program Logic and Monitoring, Evaluation, Reporting & Improvement (MERI) for 2010- 2011.
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Reviews

Tree Planting @ Parkes High – 21 September 2010

On this bright and clear spring day a mixed group of students from Parkes High did something good for the environment participating in a Tree Planting Day at Henderson Reserve, on the Forbes Road, arranged by Parkes and Districts Landcare.

Students worked in small groups to plant 180 native trees. Energetic Landcare organisers Bill Archer, Zachary Archer and Gerald Carnie were delighted by the enthusiastic efforts of the students, who are to be congratulated on their great attitude and helpfulness. Some students enjoyed digging holes with the “hole digger”, others helped select and safely plant tube stock, or position bamboo stakes and tree guards. 

All plants and equipment were provided by Parkes and Districts Landcare. Parkes High School provided the “boy & girl-power” and a delicious sausage sizzle lunch. Thanks Zach and Mrs Julie Ward for being chief cooks!

This trial project saw Landcare collaborating with our mixed school group, and was so successful that plans are afoot to repeat the exercise on an annual basis in conjunction with Landcare Week. 

Agents and Friends Tree Planting @ Central Livestock Exchange – October 2010
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Thirty people planted some 215 trees at the Central Livestock Exchange site. It was terrific to get the trees in, with the help of people ranging in age from 3 years to 70 plus, proving that you are never too old, or too young, to do your bit for the community. It is good to see there are still plenty of people in the community who help out, fortified only by good company and a tasty sausage sandwich.

A big thanks to Mick & Peter from CWLE for their help in organising the day, and thanks in anticipation to Reg Ruge from Forbes Urban Landcare, who will be working with Mick to ensure the trees are maintained and cared for. 
A big thank you to sponsors, Forbes Shire Council, Lachlan Catchment Management Authority and Parkes & Districts Landcare, and all the participants for making the day a success.

Drum Muster

Parkes & Districts Landcare drum muster has been operating at the Parkes waste disposal site for 3 years. During this time, 11,500 drums have been collected, a positive impact on the local environment. Within the Parkes area,  members from Back Yamma, Cookamidgera, Alectown and Coobang Valley Landcare groups conduct collections at the Parkes Tip. The next Parkes drumMUSTER will be in February. Contact Parkes Shire Council (6861 2333) to book your time slot.

Forbes Urban utilise the Twin City Recyclers site for their receivals on the second and the last Friday of each month, between 9 and 12 noon, and have demonstrated the value of providing a recycling service. They have been rewarded for their effort with some of their earnings being utilised towards building a storage shed at the Council Depot in Young Street to store their plant, tools and materials, in partnership with Forbes Council. Contact Forbes Services Memorial (6852 1488) to book your time slot.

Bruie Plains is another group that has conducted drumMUSTERS to assist land holders and land managers in their area to dispose of drums in a manner that helps the environment and to assist the group financially. They also donate some drumMUSTER money back to Trundle. Their next drumMUSTER is in March, date to be confirmed. They have two per year, March and October. Contact Jim Blake (6869 9219) for further details .

Drum muster is manned voluntarily by local farmers. Within the Parkes area members from Coobang, Nelungaloo, Back Yamma, Tichborne, Cookamidgera and Alectown make themselves available. Proceeds from drums collected is shared between the Landcare groups represented on collection days. To continue this vital service, volunteers from the local Landcare groups are required to be reaccredited, or train as new helpers.
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Re-accreditation for drumMUSTER activities is coming up and interested readers should make enquires now as we need volunteers to keep this environmental service going.  Contact the Landcare Office on 6862 4914 to book your seat at the workshop (date to be confirmed). 

The procedure for drum collection at the moment is:

1 – The date will be advertised.

2 – Deliveries need to be booked

3 – Deliver to the waste site - only on the designated collection day - NOT DUMPED BESIDE THE CAGE.

White Bend Field Walk – 23 November 2010

White Bend is a remnant vegetation preservation site located in Forbes, a section of the Wiradjuri Aboriginal Reserve site and a travelling stock reserve. The ten hectare site contains vegetation typical of the woodland communities found in the Forbes area before European settlement, now threatened in the Mid Lachlan region. [image: image6.jpg]kA
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Lachlan CMA and Forbes Urban Landcare group organised the field walk, with Mikla Lewis of Lachlan CMA the walk guide who treated the nine participants to a very informative look at the native trees, shrubs and sub shrubs, grasses and forbs-herbaceous groundcovers. Over fifty plants were identified. There are five main tree species, fifteen different shrubs, fourteen grass types, thirty ground covers and thirteen bird species that visit the area. 

In late 1990’s the site was a dumping ground for rubbish, an area where bikes and cars frequented and did significant damage. The area is now an example of the natural bush - how it use to be, thanks to the foresight and sterling work of the Forbes Urban Landcare group. In 1998 the site was observed by members of Forbes Urban Landcare as a significant area to be protected. In 2000 they obtained grants to fence in the area and take further initiatives to keep it in a natural state. It was Forbes Urban Landcare’s second project for the fledgling group. Since their formation they have completed twenty two projects. 

Cooks Myalls Landcare Group 

Despite the fact that the main reason for its formation (dry land salinity) has disappeared due to recent dry weather, the Cooks Myalls Landcare Group continues to function. Although there is a current trend to continuous cropping in the district, several group members are moving toward rotational grazing, which entails subdivision to smaller paddocks with associated watering systems. Several members have sown perennial summer grasses on a commercial scale and their progress is being followed with interest.

With the shrinking rural population, and the average age of farmers now quoted as late sixties, the children (now adult) are taking over and keeping the Landcare movement running, trialing a variety of innovative methods of farming. 

It would be impossible to write an account of the present state of this group without giving credit to leader Chris Cole and his wife Nerolie, who have been the heart of the group since its inception nearly twenty years ago. In the early days there was tremendous help from various government agencies-experts in water behaviour both above and underground, wildlife experts, Ag department, Soil Conservation. We have always had an amicable and helpful association with NorthParkes Mines, who own quite a large part of our area.

One important aspect of our group is the association with Ryde TAFE, whose annual visit we consider not only a good excuse for another party, but a valuable country /city interchange. Usually twenty to thirty teachers and students of all ages and occupations come for a couple of days to see what happens in the country.

We need our Landcare Group, not only to help cope with climate change and other direct environmental factors, but to provide a forum for informal discussions of behaviour by political parties and changing world economic practices. In Australia only 10% of the population are engaged in production (ABARE),- only a tiny percentage of these are farmers. 

Community Action Grant Funded by Caring for Our Country – Stage 2 – Davis Creek Rehabilitation Project

This project aims to extend Stage1 works implemented over the last 5 years, rehabilitating a section of Davies Creek, near Forbes. It will allow a further 2.6km of creek to be fenced, restricting stock and allowing for assisted natural regeneration, with tubestock to be planted along the riparian zone. The Superb Parrot is a threatened species in the area and this will provide further habitat. 

Davies Creek is a major contributor to Lake Forbes, which spills into the Lachlan River, and works will lead to improved water quality. The adjacent Central West Livestock Exchange will be used as an interpretive centre to farmers attending sales, and for schools. Project activities include:

· Workshop with Schools prior to works to establish baseline re water quality

· Ripping and preparation of the site - weed control

· Construction of fence

· Planting of tree lines

· Initial watering

· Ongoing monitoring of tree performance, weed control

· Ongoing monitoring of natural regeneration

· Field Day with Local Landcare Groups

· Workshop with Schools after works to record changes in water quality.

The project will achieve:

· Protection of 2.6 km of degraded creek line of Davies Creek, with a decrease in the amount of stream bank erosion and turbidity leading to improved water quality into Lake Forbes and the Lachlan River

· Continuation of a revegetated corridor, with links to recent native tree plantings at the adjacent Central West Livestock Exchange (CWLE)

· Extension of field day activities held at the adjacent CWLE. Forbes Council has allowed use of new amenities and building space for NRM events such as a recent Eco Day for schools (10 district schools and 70 plus students).

· Project outcomes can be interpreted to farmers attending CWLE sales through static displays and field days.

World Premiere to Open the NSW State Landcare Forum

Parkes & Districts Landcare will kick off the 2011 State Landcare Forum in September 2011 with the world premiere of the Kate Kelly Song Cycle to be held under the gum trees beside the Forbes Lagoon. This musical composition, by composer Ross Carey and Landcare’s Merrill Findlay, tells the story of the last decade of Kate Kelly’s life in and around Forbes from the mid-1880s to 1898 when her body was found wedged against a log in the lagoon near Chinaman’s Bridge. The lyrics weave together family history, psycho-social and environmental issues to link Kate Kelly’s era with our own. The songs are a perfect fit with the theme of the 2011 State Landcare Forum, ‘Thinking Differently: new solutions for the old issues’ -- because, as PDLC’s coordinator Gerald Carney observes, “reflecting on the past helps us to think about solutions for the future.” 

Kate Kelly, Ned’ sister, was a country girl. Her mother selected a rough block on Eleven Mile Creek near Greta in north-eastern Victoria in the late 1860s. By 1880, when Ned was hanged in Melbourne, she was a teenage celebrity. She has since grown into an Australian legend, a national icon. Everyone, it seems, has a story about Kate Kelly. This young woman lived through a time of great change and conflict in rural Australia, witnessing the genesis of many of the environmental challenges we face today. 

Although the first two decades of her life are well documented, relatively little is known of the more mature Kate Kelly who changed her name, left her past behind, and settled first on Cadow Station on the Lachlan between Forbes and Condobolin, and then in town. Local folklore about her is tantalizingly rich, yet little hard evidence of her life in Forbes survives. Her story is tragic yet eerily current: a young mum trapped in an unhappy, even abusive marriage; four surviving children, including a new baby who won’t sleep at night; a husband living and working on a station out of town; relatives too far away to help, trying to cope alone … and probably suffering from what would now be diagnosed as anxiety, peri-natal depression (PND), substance abuse, and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) associated with the horrors of her youth and the violence of her married life. These are the same conditions that many country folk still endure today.

Anecdotal and other evidence suggests Kate’s husband, William or Bricky Foster, might have had something to do with her disappearance … so the final song in the Kate Kelly Song Cycle is his: Bricky’s Sorry Song. It is an epiphany about reconciling all that needs to be reconciled: him and Kate, men and women, indigenous and non-indigenous, majorities and minorities, people and the land, water users and our rivers, humans and the rest of nature … Bricky’s Sorry Song gives this tragic story an uplifting, hopeful and inspiring ending.  The music and lyrics evoke the past, yet are very much about the present and the future of rural Australia. 

The Song Cycle premiere will be held on the evening of Sunday 4 September 2011 in Forbes, with the NSW State Landcare Muster and Forum beginning in Parkes the following day. For more information, contact Merrill on 02 6852 3860, or email merrill@yahoo.com.

Parkes & District  Landcare AGM - Local Landcare forging ahead - Friday 18 October 2010
Parkes and Districts Landcare held their successful Annual General Meeting with 48 Landcarers present, a great response to have so many in attendance and to have most positions filled. The night was three-fold. First to elect the committee for 2011, then determine the direction of Landcare locally with attendees brainstorming projects and their priorities for the next two years, and finally so members can meet socially. 

Thank you to sponsors of the evening: Lachlan CMA, Central West CMA, Parkes Leagues Club and the Australian Government Caring For Our Country Community Action Grant – “Enhancing Landcare in the Parkes and Districts area”.
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The elected committee for 2010 / 11 are Margaret Haddin Chair (for the seventh year), Bill Archer Treasurer, Roger Hood Secretary, Gerald Carnie Public Officer, and Committee:  Merrill Findlay, Gavin Tom, John Riley, Brian Byrne and Margôt Jolly. Guest Speaker was Fergus Job, from Little River Landcare, giving an inspirational talk on the progress of their Landcare group, and the Solar energy initiative they have embarked on. 
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The outcomes of the project priorities were for the five small projects up to $5,000 Perennial pasture trials, worm farm and compost bins for schools in the Parkes & Districts Landcare area (P&DL), Several Native Grass identification workshops, further research into weed control, and planting of Mallee Tree for power generation and oil production.

Priorities for the $20,000 projects were: - investigating solar power over P&DL area, Trials on use of native grasses for erosion control, Project in the Back Yamma group involving our younger residents eg Protecting riparian areas and planting out with natural grasses and shrubs, a wetlands on ‘Brooklyn’ Job lane, and a noxious weed education program.
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For the Large projects $100,000 plus the priorities are: - Environmental education and sustainability utilising the Central West Livestock exchange and incorporating bush tucker, indigenous culture, Waterwise plants, windbreaks, native grass plantings and interpretative signs for educating the public on the good things farmers do.  The second major project was the construction of retention dams on the top end of Back Creek, Coobang Valley for flood mitigation.

Obviously, none of the above programs can proceed unless P&DL receive funding or grant money. 

Parkes and Districts Landcare would like to thank you for a Productive and Successful 2010 . We wish you all a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season, and a Great Christmas. 
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If your details have changed, please advise by completing your new details and posting to:


PO Box 628, PARKES  NSW  2870 or fax to  02 6862 4914 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:pdlsc@bigpond.com" ��pdlsc@bigpond.com� with your details.


 


Name:      ………………………………………………………………….…...


 


Address:  ……………………………………………………………………….





    ………………………………………………………………………     Post Code:………………………


 


Phone:     ……………………………………..		Mobile:  ……………………………………………….





 Email Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
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